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Mr.  CHAIRMAN,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


I have  pleasure  in  once  more  presenting  my  Annual  Report. 
It  is  the  sixtieth  in  the  series  and  is  in  accordance  with  Circular 
22/58  (Wales). 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  birth  rate  and  a slight  decrease 
in  the  death  rate.  There  was  a decrease  in  the  infantile  mortality 
rate. 


Although  the  year  1957  was  wet,  there  was  a higher 
rainfall  in  1958.  In  1957  the  Pontycymmer  fall  was  88.14,  in 
1958  it  was  95.19,  in  Nantymoel  the  fall  for  1957  was  100.51 
and  in  1958,  104.76. 


With  the  exception  of  scarlet  fever  and  sonne  dysentery, 
there  was  a substantial  decrease  in  the  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases.  There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  as  compared  with 
four  cases  the  previous  year.  During  the  year  1958,  vaccination 
against  this  disease  was  available  for  infants  above  six  months, 
school  children,  expectant  mothers,  and  those  subject  to  special 
risk.  The  response  was  very  good.  There  were  several  cases  of 
dysentery  in  the  Abercerdin  area  but  they  were  quickly  brought 
under  control. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  notifications  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  the  non-pulmonary  remained  the  same.  There 
was  a decrease  in  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

The  epidemic  of  Asian  influenza  which  started  in  the 
September  of  1957  continued  until  the  spring  of  1958  causing 
much  loss  of  work.  Although  the  attack  did  not  last  long,  the 
victims  suffered  from  extreme  debility  in  the  convalescent  stage. 
Vaccination  against  this  disease  was  tried  amongst  nurses, 
ambulance  drivers  and  doctors,  but  the  majority  had  succumbed 
before  the  vaccine  was  available. 

Subsidence  is  still  active  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Garw 
Valley  and  the  Council  are  watching  the  position  carefully. 


The  inability  to  obtain  building  sites  in  the  area  has  been 
a source  of  great  concern.  The  appeal  against  the  rejection  by 
the  Planning  Authority  of  the  Pantyrawel  site  was  not  successful, 
but  the  appeal  with  regard  to  the  site  at  Bettws  was  granted. 
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An  innovation  in  the  Ogmore  Valley  during  1958  was  the 
holding  of  a refresher  course  for  those  voluntary  workers 
engaged  in  Old  People’s  Work.  It  lasted  two  days  and 
was  regarded  as  highly  successful  from  the  point  of  view  of 
attendance,  interest,  and  ultimate  influence. 

Once  more  I am  grateful  to  the  surveyor  and  staff  for 
help  with  drawing  up  the  graphs. 

During  the  year,  the  interest  in  the  Public  Health 
Committees  was  sustained.  Many  problems  came  before  us  for 
solution  and  many  arguments. 

Some  of  the  subjects  discussed  in  this  report  are  so  well 
known  to  us  who  work  under  this  authority  that  they  may  seem 
trivial  and  unworthy  of  comment  but  we  hope  they  may  interest 
those  outside  the  authority  and  those  who,  making  a study  of 
social  history,  so  often  borrow  reports  which  now  go  back  for 
sixty  years. 

I wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  co-operation  during  the  year  and  for  their  help  in  drawing 
up  this  report. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Unemployed  : 


On 

Male 

Female 

Total 

31/12/54  

63 

65 

128 

31/12/55  

32 

78 

110 

31/12/56  

44 

18 

62 

31/12/57  

41 

72 

113 

30/12/58  

91 

104 

195 

Registered  Disabled  persons  placed  in  employment  during  the 
12  months  ended  : 

On 

31/1/54 
31/1/55 
31/1/56 
31/1/57 
31/1/58 


Male  Female 

60 
45 
36 
30 

33  7 
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Pneumoconiotics  and  silicotics  on  the  register  of  disabled  persons  : 


On  Male 

20/4/54  156 

20/4/55  132 

16/4/56  127 

15/4/57  122 

21/4/58  121 


There  were  454  disabled  persons  from  the  area  on  the 
register  on  December  15th,  1958.  Thirty-eight  of  these  were 
unemployed. 

On  December  31st,  1958,  thirty-one  ex-miners  were 

employed  by  Remploy  Ltd.  Of  these,  four  were  suffering  from 
pneumoconiosis. 

Seven  people  from  the  area  were  accepted  for  training 
or  rehabilitation  at  the  Government  Training  Centre  or  the 
Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit  during  1958.  These  courses 
continue  to  be  available  for  those  in  need  of  them  and  the  Cardiff 
Government  Training  Centre  is  still  prepared  to  accept  suitable 
applicants  for  various  training  courses. 

The  following  is  information  concerning  man  power  in 
the  collieries  of  the  district. 

The  number  of  men  on  the  books  on  December  27th,  1958 
were  : — 


Ogmore  Valley — 


Wyndham 845 

Western  744 

Penllwyngwent  430 


2,019 

Garw  Valley — 


Ffaldau  779 

Garw  632 

Glengarw  294 

International  362 
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2,067 


SOCIAL  CHANGES 


Within  the  last  few  years,  there  has  been  a marked  change 
in  the  pattern  of  the  social  life  of  the  valley. 

We  see  with  satisfaction  the  signs  of  prosperity — the  family 
car  and  the  television  mast.  Yet  if  we  examine  the  implication 
more  minutely,  these  have  a profound  influence  on  the  trend. 

Are  they  symbols  of  a disruption  in  community  life  ? 

In  no  small  measure,  the  advent  of  the  family  car  has 
led  to  the  closure  of  the  passenger  service  on  the  railways  of  the 
valleys.  The  Garw  Valley  was  suspended  in  1953,  that  of  the 
Ogmore  Valley  in  1958. 

The  fact  that  so  many  now  have  their  own  television  sets 
has  influenced  the  closure  of  the  cinemas  within  the  area.  When 
previously  everyone  met  at  the  cinemas,  now  very  many  prefer 
to  stay  indoors  watching  television. 

Community  life  in  general  has  suffered,  since  it  is  difficult 
to  attract  an  audience  to  meetings  no  matter  what  their  nature. 

Might  not  the  gregarious  instinct  and  the  kindly  neigh- 
bourliness which  is  considered  typical  of  the  valley  dweller  suffer 
when  leisure  is  thus  spent  ? 

The  family  using  the  car  together  and  sitting  round  the 
television  together  may  help  to  unite  the  FAMILY  but  does  the 
horizon  of  such  a group  become  restricted,  do  social  duties  weigh 
too  heavily  upon  it  and  does  the  welfare  of  the  remainder  of  the 
community  fall  outside  their  sphere  of  interest  ? 

There  are  many  excellent  voluntary  organisations  in  the 
area,  but  the  same  complaint  comes  from  all.  Few  will  give  the 
necessary  support  to  these  organisations  and  the  few  are  usually 
either  middle-aged  or  elderly. 

Family  unity  and  loyalty  is  to  be  commended  but  not 
when  such  a way  of  life  excludes  partisanship  in  the  world  around. 

Much  can  be  learnt  from  television  and  from  travelling 
through  the  countryside,  but  never  can  such  knowledge  take 
the  place  of  education  gained  by  rubbing  shoulders  with  the  rest 
of  the  world  and  by  active  participation  in  community  life. 


FORESTRY 


During  the  Forest  year,  53  acres  of  new  trees  were  planted 
consisting  of  larch,  pine,  spruce  and  a few  Douglas  firs.  Six  miles 
of  new  forestry  roads  were  constructed  ; work  on  these  roads 
in  the  Garw  Valley  is  still  progressing. 

The  fire  risk  was  light  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
no  plantations  were  burnt. 

Future  expansion  seems  to  be  in  the  Garw  and  North 
East  of  Nantymoel. 

A full  time  staff  of  27  is  employed  ; five  of  them  occupy 
commission  houses. 

THE  YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  SERVICE 

During  the  year,  the  supply  of  labour  was  in  excess  of 
demand,  and  for  this  reason  employers  became  more  selective. 
However,  in  discussions  between  the  Youth  Employment  Officials 
and  employers  in  the  area  the  majority  were  optimistic  in  their 
outlook  as  to  the  future  of  manufacture  and  trade  and  the 
possibility  of  decreasing  unemployment  amongst  youths. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  young  people  who  left 
secondary  modern  schools  in  the  area  during  the  period  from 


Christmas  1957 — Summer 

1958. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Pontycymmer 

18 

21 

39 

Blaengarw 

50 

44 

94 

Nantymoel 

67 

62 

129 

The  Youth  Employment  Officer  attends  the  schools  to 
give  advice  and  guidance  to  those  about  to  leave  school  and  also 
attends  at  the  various  centres  not  only  to  give  advice  to  those 
about  to  leave,  but  also  to  aid  those  in  employment  who  are  in 
some  difficulty. 


Advisory  Work— Open  Evenings 


No. 

invited 
to  attend 

Replying 

in 

writing 

Respond- 
ing in 
person 

Attending 

uninvited 

Followed 
up  in 

other  ways 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Ogmore  Vale 

121 

101 

24 

23 

16 

20 

1 

1 

64 

59 

Pontycymmer 

108 

97 

17 

24  j 

19 

15 

— — 

63  72 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (acres)  17,984 

Estimated  mid-year  population  22,070 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ......  6,275 

Rateable  value  £145,481 

Product  of  a penny  rate  £530 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  375  199  176 

Illegitimate  10  4 6 


Birth  rate  (Recorded) — 17.44 
Corrected  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  area  comparability 
factor — 17.44 

Total  M.  F. 

Still  Births  : Legitimate  8 3 5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births) — 20 
Total  live  and  still  births — 393 

Deaths  : 

Total  M.  F. 

252  152  100 

Death  rate  (Recorded)  11.42 
Corrected  by  the  Registrar  General’s 
area  comparability  factor — 13.82 


Infant  deaths  11  5 6 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  28.57 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29.33 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  births  23.38 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  2.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  Nil 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  (all  ages)  27 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 

Deaths  from  cerebro  spinal  fever  (all  ages)  Nil 


Birth  Rate  for  the  last  10  years  for  England  and  Wales, 
the  Administrative  County  and  Ogmore  and  Garw  U.D.C. 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958 

England  & 

Wales  16.7  15.8  15.5  15.3  15.5  15.2  15.0  15.60  16.10  16.4 

Glam 17.1  16.1  16.32  16.16  16.16  15.62  15.10  15.76  16.31  16.4 

Ogmore 
and  Garw 

U.D.C 18.8  15.6  15.84  17.52  16.73  13.52  14.79  16.19  15.28  17.44 
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Death  Rate  for  the  last  10  years  for  England  and  Wales, 
the  Administrative  County  and  Ogmore  and  Garw  U.D.C. 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958 

England  & 

Wales  11.7  11.6  12.5  11.3  11.4  11.3  11.7  11.7  11.5  11.7 

Glam 12.2  12.7  13.7  11.57  11.78  12.25  13.09  12.27  12.27  11.88 

Ogmore 
and  Garw 

U.D.C 12.5  13.8  13.9  11.62  11.51  12.18  12.10  12.28  11.54  11.42 


CARE  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER 

One  of  the  unmarried  mothers  from  the  area  was  admitted 
to  the  Salvation  Army  Hostel,  Women’s  Social  Work  Section 
during  the  year. 

When  an  unmarried,  pregnant  woman  is  in  need,  she  may 
be  admitted  to  this  Social  Centre  before  the  birth  of  the  child 
and  remains  afterwards  in  order  that  she  may  be  taught  mother 
craft  and  re-establised.  I am  informed  that  the  mother  who  was 
admitted  this  year  is  still  there  and  is  quite  contented. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

There  were  11  deaths  of  infants  under  one  during  1958. 
Three  died  within  1 1 hours,  one  lived  one  day,  two  lived  two  days, 
one  three  days  and  one  five  days.  One  lived  a week,  two  for  two 
months. 

Of  these  infants,  four  were  prematurely  born  and  five  had 
congenital  abnormalities,  one  had  pneumonia  and  the  remainder 
died  from  shock  at  birth. 

There  were  eight  still  births  in  1958.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  lower  than  last  year  as  also  was  the  still  birth  rate. 

Fifty-four  per  cent  of  the  infants  born  last  year  were 
born  in  hospital. 

It  is,  in  this  area,  a very  rare  occurrence  for  mothers  not 
to  be  clinic  minded.  They  bring  their  children  to  the  clinics  with 
unfailing  regularity.  They  desire  to  learn  everything  which 
might  aid  in  the  successful  rearing  of  their  children  while  their 
standard  of  dress  and  cleanliness  is  impeccable. 
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TOTAL 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  : 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  notifications.  In  1957,  there  were  26  notifications, 
in  1958,  there  were  54  notifications,  but  these  notifications  are 
less  than  half  of  those  of  1956.  There  were  no  notifications  from 
the  Abercerdin  area. 

Less  than  half  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
All  were  discharged  from  hospital  free  from  any  complication. 

Whooping  Cough  : 

The  decrease  in  the  notifications  of  whooping  cough  was 
spectacular.  In  1957,  there  were  107  notifications,  in  1958,  there 
were  22.  All  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Garw  Valley.  In  no 
case  was  an  immunised  child  a victim. 

Measles  : 

There  also  was  a decrease  in  the  notifications  of  measles 
from  418  notifications  in  1957,  to  21  in  1958. 

Sonne  Dysentery  : 

There  were  24  cases  notified  during  the  year.  The  first 
cases  occurred  in  the  top  end  of  Evanstown  ; these  were  three 
young  children  in  one  family.  The  investigations  did  not  reveal 
the  source  of  infection.  The  patients  were  isolated  and  quickly 
became  symptom  free  and  non  infectious. 

In  the  month  of  March,  nine  cases  were  notified,  four  in 
Abercerdin  and  five  in  Ogmore  Vale.  It  is  possible  that  the  four 
in  Abercerdin  had  been  infected  before  the  three  cases  notified  the 
previous  month  had  been  treated.  With  regard  to  the  Ogmore 
Vale  cases,  it  is  believed  the  infection  came  from  outside  the  area. 
The  family  had  been  staying  in  a house  where  there  was  a child 
with  symptoms  suggestive  of  dysentery.  One  child  from  the 
visiting  family  became  ill  and  sonne  dysentery  was  confirmed. 
Other  members  of  the  family  were  infected  by  this  infant  and  the 
infection  spread  to  another  family  who  were  in  close  contact. 
Infection  was  limited  to  these  two  families.  In  April  there  were 
another  five  cases  in  Nantymoel  and  one  in  Abercerdin,  but  no 
source  of  infection  could  be  found  in  any  of  the  cases. 

In  May  there  was  one  case  in  the  Bettws  area,  and  five 
cases  in  June  which  were  cross  infections  from  the  previous  source. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  : 

There  was  one  case.  The  patient  made  a complete  recovery. 

Appendix  B (1) 

Annual  return  of  food  poisoning  notifications 
(corrected)  Nil 


14 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1958 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1958 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1958 


HOSPITALIZATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  is  the  number  of  infectious  and  notifiable 
diseases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  during  the  year  : — 


Blackmill  Isolation  Hospital  : 

Pneumonia  (Query)  49 

Whooping  Cough  8 

Encephalitis  1 

Measles  ......  5 

Scarlet  Fever  38 

Chicken  Pox  5 

Sonne  Dysentery  25 

Tuberculosis  5 

Erysipelas  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Rubella  2 

Scabies  2 

Chorea  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  39 

Cefn  Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital  : 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  4 

Meningitis  1 

Measles  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  1 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Suspected  Poliomyelitis  1 

Tuberculosis  20 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

A Mass  Radiography  survey  of  the  general  population 
and  school  children  was  held  in  the  Gilfach  Goch  area  in  October 
1958.  Fourteen  hundred  and  seventy  four  people  were  x-rayed. 
It  is  not  known  how  many  people  were  x-rayed  from  Evanstown. 
No  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  following  this  survey.  In 
the  Abercerdin  Secondary  Modern  School,  99  children  were 
examined  and  all  were  found  to  be  completely  normal. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with  those  of  the  previous 
year,  when  five  males  and  five  females  were  notified.  This  year 
there  were  eight  males  and  seven  females.  However,  one  must 
not  be  unduly  despondent  over  this  increase,  since  last  year,  the 
notifications  were  the  second  lowest  since  records  have  been  kept. 

There  seems  to  be  an  alteration  in  the  age  groups. 
Previously  the  largest  number  of  notifications  was  in  the  15-24 
group,  now  the  largest  numbers  occur  in  the  45-64  group. 

Of  the  pulmonary  notifications,  six  were  in  the  early 
stages  and  were  not  considered  to  be  foci  of  infection.  Of  the 
remainder,  six  were  in  a moderate  state  and  three  were  in  a very 
advanced  state  of  the  disease. 

Again,  it  is  worth  noting  that  institutional  treatment 
is  available  immediately. 

All  the  contacts  are  examined  and  B.C.G.  vaccination 
given  when  it  is  expedient. 

With  regard  to  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  one  was  a 
man  who  had  suffered  for  very  many  years,  the  other  patient  also 
had  been  ill  for  some  time.  Both  these  cases  had  been  re-housed 
hoping  that  improved  living  conditions  might  help  to  restore  them 
to  health. 

Both  the  non-pulmonary  deaths  were  due  to  tuberculous 
meningitis. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1958 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary  1 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  5 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

5—14 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - — 

15—24 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

25—44  

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

45—64  

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 

65  and  over  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Age  Unknown 

Total 

8 

7 

1 

3 

1 1 

1 1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications  and  Deaths  1939 — 1958  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Area 


Year 

NOTIFIC 

Pulmonary 

NATIONS 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1939 

20 

12 

1 1 

4 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1940 

17 

19 

7 

10 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1941  

20 

16 

6 

9 

9 

6 

3 

5 

1942  

11 

16 

10 

8 

7 

4 

4 

0 

1943  

16 

19 

7 

11 

7 

8 

3 

3 

1944 

20 

24 

10 

5 

6 

8 

2 

0 

1945  

18 

17 

6 

7 

4 

5 

2 

0 

1946  

23 

14 

7 

10 

9 

8 

0 

3 

1947  

19 

28 

13 

8 

6 

7 

0 

0 

1948  

15 

16 

3 

4 

5 

10 

0 

1 

1949  

1 11 

24 

5 

7 

7 

6 

0 

0 

1950 

11 

12 

4 

5 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1951  

7 

3 

1 

4 

7 

4 

0 

1 

1952  

12 

13 

3 

5 

8 

3 

0 

1 

1953 

22 

12 

4 

3 

6 

1 

0 

2 

1954  

12 

16 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1955  

9 

18 

2 

1 

3 

4 

0 

0 

1956  

7 

11 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1957  

5 

5 

2 

2 

4 

- — 

1 

— 

1958  

8 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  environmental 
and  financial  circumstances  of  the  pulmonary  tuberculosis  patients 
who  were  notified  during  1958. 


The  length  of  time  between  notification  and  admission 
to  hospital  also  is  indicated  : — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II  : 
Grade  III  : 
Grade  IV  : 
Grade  V : 


Good  house  not  overcrowded. 

A good  house  but  overcrowded. 
Poor  house  but  not  overcrowded. 
Poor  house  and  overcrowded. 
Bad  from  every  point  of  view. 


22 


Patient  in  General  ....  Labourer  ...  In  General  Hospital 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1958 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


During  the  year  1958,  there  was  a decrease  in  the  deaths 
from  cancer. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  the  last  10  years  : — 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

35  ... 

...  39  ... 

...  48  ... 

...  36  ... 

...  42 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

30  ... 

...  39  ... 

...  31  ... 

...  40  ... 

...  27 

The  following  is  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of 
the  lungs  and  bronchus  during  the  last  5 years  : — 

1954  1955  1956  1957  1958 

4 5 8 6 4 


OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE 

In  both  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Valleys,  the  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Committees  continue  to  be  active. 

In  the  Ogmore  Valley,  the  majority  of  the  Local  Workers’ 
Unions  continued  to  contribute  a penny  a week  for  each  of  their 
members.  This  Council  also  contributed  generously. 

The  visiting  committees  expenses  were  higher  than 
previously  owing  to  the  fact  that  visits  to  hospitals  are  now  made 
twice  a month,  and  that  during  the  winter  months,  the  number 
of  house  bound  increased  on  account  of  bad  weather  and 
consequent  sickness. 

The  chiropody  sessions  in  Nantymoel  and  Ogmore  Vale 
were  commenced  during  the  year  and  are  held  each  month  with 
a qualified  chiropodist  in  attendance.  These  services  are  much 
appreciated  and  in  no  small  measure  help  to  reduce  the  number 
of  the  house  bound. 

The  visiting  committee  members  attend  at  the  chiropody 
sessions. 

The  Building  Committee  has  been  active  during  the  year 
and  negotiations  are  still  in  progress  for  the  purchase  of  a suitable 
site  for  an  Old  People’s  Club  Centre. 


25 


The  Welfare  Visitors  have  done  excellent  work  not  only 
by  the  visits  which  are  recorded,  but  also  by  visiting  at  odd  times 
to  do  shopping,  hair  washing,  letter  writing,  etc. 

The  following  numbers  of  visits  were  recorded  through 
the  year  and  gift  parcels  were  given  at  each  visit. 


Local  visits 

and  gift  parcels  given  : — 

(a) 

Nantymoel 

701 

(b) 

Ogmore  Vale 

...  798 

(c) 

Blackmill 

...  195 

1694 

Hospital  visits  and  gift  parcels  given 

: — 

(«) 

Nantymoel 

...  102 

(6) 

Ogmore  Vale 

...  294 

(e) 

Blackmill 

54 

450 

This  makes  a total  of  2,144  recorded  visits  and  gift  parcels 
given  to  the  sick  during  the  year. 

A most  successful  Training  Course  for  Visitors  was  held 
in  the  Ogmore  Valley  on  June  4th  and  11th,  1958.  The  course 
was  organised  by  the  Ogmore  Valley  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee. 

The  following  were  the  subjects  dealt  with  during  the 
course.  Each  lecture  was  followed  by  discussions  and  questions. 

1.  The  needs  of  Old  People. 

2.  The  Statutory  Services. 

(a)  Local  Health  Services  including  the  health  problems 
of  an  ageing  population. 

(b)  Accommodation  and  Welfare  Services  for  Old  People. 
8.  The  National  Assistance  Board. 

4.  Voluntary  Services  available  for  the  elderly. 

5.  The  Visiting  Service. 

6.  The  purpose  and  technique  of  visiting  the  spiritual  needs  of 
the  elderly. 

7.  Film  : — The  Bristol  Old  People’s  Welfare  at  work. 

In  the  Garw  valley,  the  Sick  Visiting  Committee  have 
regularly  attended  homes  and  hospitals. 
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The  chiropody  services  have  been  maintained.  The 
voluntary  attendants  organised  by  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance 
have  helped  in  no  small  measure  to  maintain  the  high  standard 
of  this  service. 

The  Old  People’s  Centre  at  Pontycymmer  has  been 
increasingly  utilised. 

During  the  year  members  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council 
Welfare  Committee  who  seek  to  cater  for  the  needs  of  the 
handicapped  aged  attended  the  centre — an  extremely  welcome 
innovation. 

The  building  is  now  completely  paid  for  and  has  been 
maintained  during  the  period  April,  1958  to  March  1959  at  a 
cost  of  £173/11/5. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1947  and  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year. 
This  deals  with  an  aged  person  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

As  it  happened  during  the  year  all  those  who  needed 
institutional  care  were  either  willing  to  accept  voluntarily  the 
admission  offered  to  them  or  consented  to  go  after  persuasion. 
Naturally  every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  elderly  in  their  own 
homes. 


There  is  still  need  for  an  institution  where  the  elderly 
can  be  admitted  temporarily  when  there  may  be  some  incon- 
venience in  their  home. 


DEPRIVED  CHILDREN 

In  1958,  eight  children  normally  resident  in  the  area  were 
admitted  to  the  care  of  the  county. 

Eight  children  who  originated  from  the  area  were  discharged 
during  1958. 

During  1958,  five  children  were  boarded  out  in  the  area 
and  the  number  of  foster  homes  provided  on  December  31st 
were  19. 

On  December  31st,  there  were  22  children  from  the  area 
in  the  care  of  the  county. 
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Although  unofficially  we  know  most  of  the  children  who 
are  admitted  to  the  care  of  the  county,  we  have  no  official 
information  as  the  names  are  confidential  to  the  department. 
Such  may  be  a wise  policy.  On  the  other  hand,  this  authority 
might  often  be  of  great  help  to  these  deprived  children  if  they 
knew  their  names. 

The  public  welfare  never  loses  when  departments  act  in 

unison. 


HOUSING 

During  1958,  the  Council  were  unable  to  build  houses 
owing  to  lack  of  sites  and  this  deficiency  in  housing  accommodation 
has  caused  grave  concern  to  council  members  and  officials. 

The  occasional  house  which  became  vacant  either  through 
death  of  the  tenant  or  through  his  removal  from  the  area  harassed 
the  letting  committee  since  the  number  of  those  on  the  waiting 
list  and  in  dire  need  were  approximately  500.  It  would  be  fair 
to  say  that  some  on  the  list  had  despaired  of  finding  housing 
accommodation  in  the  area  and  had  moved  out,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  many  known  to  us  who  live  in  poor  and  over  crowded 
conditions  and  who  could  afford  better  accommodation  had  not 
put  their  names  on  the  list  since  the  prospect  of  a council  house 
was  so  remote.  So  one  may  state  there  is  a possibility  that  many 
more  need  houses  than  are  on  the  list — provided  that  the  rent 
lies  within  their  means.  In  the  mining  valleys  there  is  a wide 
divergence  in  the  earning  potentials  of  the  various  sections. 
Many  of  the  lower  wage  groups  find  the  rents  beyond  their 
means. 


At  the  present  moment  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  close 
any  house  as  no  alternative  accommodation  may  be  offered  to 
the  tenants. 

To  add  to  our  difficulties,  subsidence  is  still  active  and  there 
is  always  the  possibility  of  more  houses  becoming  unsafe. 

Efforts  were  made  by  the  Council  during  the  year  to  buy 
houses  which  were  in  a poor  state  of  repair  with  the  object  of 
repairing  them  and  bringing  them  up  to  modern  standards. 

In  all  29  houses  were  selected  for  this  purpose.  These  were 
valued  by  the  district  valuer.  The  landlords  had  previously 
agreed  that  they  would  accept  this  valuation. 


28 


These  arrangements,  we  feel,  will  save  houses  for  those 
who  wish  to  live  in  the  area  and  at  the  same  time  give  them  the 
standard  of  house  comparable  with  those  on  the  new  housing 
sites. 


In  view  of  this  acute  housing  problem  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  Council  to  acquire  two  sites  on  which  to  build — one  at 
Pantyrawel  and  one  at  Bettws. 

It  is  well  known  that  many  tenants  on  the  Bettws  site 
who  formerly  lived  in  Ogmore  Vale  and  who  still  still  worked  in 
the  Ogmore  Valley  would  prefer  to  live  nearer  their  employment 
and  families.  If  such  an  arrangement  had  been  possible,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Garw  Valley  who  wished  to  be  re-housed  could 
have  taken  the  place  of  these  and  it  would  have  relieved  in  some 
measure  the  housing  problem  in  the  Garw  valley. 

To  the  great  chagrin  of  the  Council,  permission  was  not 
granted  for  the  acquisition  of  these  sites  for  building  purposes. 
Though,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  it  seemed  a satisfactory 
way  of  alleviating  in  part,  at  least,  the  housing  situation. 

The  following  is  a report  on  the  subsequent  appeal. 

Permission  for  the  development  of  the  land  at  Bettws 
was  refused  on  the  following  grounds  : — 

(1)  The  site  is  not  allocated  for  residential  purposes  in 
the  submitted  Development  Plan,  and  would  be 
contrary  to  the  principles  on  which  the  Plan  for 
Area  No.  1 was  based. 

(2)  The  Development  would  seriously  affect  the  agricul- 
tural economy  of  the  area.” 

Permission  for  the  development  of  the  land  at  Pantyrawel 
was  refused  on  the  following  grounds  : — 

“(1)  Due  to  the  excessive  slope  of  this  site  it  is  considered 
that  the  land  is  unsuitable  for  housing  development. 

(2)  The  proposal  would  involve  the  diversion  of  good 
agricultural  land  from  its  existing  use. 

(3)  The  area  is  not  scheduled  for  housing  purposes  in 
the  submitted  Development  Plan  now  before  the 
Minister.” 
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The  Bettws  site  comprises  nearly  19  acres  of  farmland, 
mainly  hay  fields  and  pasture,  immediately  adjoining  a recently 
built  Council  housing  estate  on  the  north  side  of  the  village  of 
Bettws.  The  site  is  reasonably  level,  but  with  the  estate,  stands 
about  75  feet  higher  than  the  older  part  of  the  village.  It  is 
bounded  to  the  west  by  a cart-track,  and  to  the  south  by  the 
existing  development.  Its  north  and  east  boundaries  are  not 
physically  defined. 

The  Pantyrawel  site  is  a roughly  triangular  area  of  a 
little  under  15  acres  of  improved  grassland,  rather  wet  in  places, 
lying  between  the  Ogmore  Valley  road,  A. 4061,  and  the  Garw 
Valley — Ogmore  Valley  road,  A. 4093.  A small  stream  flowing  to 
the  River  Ogmore  at  the  eastern  corner  of  the  site  forms  its 
southern  boundary.  The  site  slopes  down  towards  the  confluence 
at  a gradient  of  about  1 in  5.  At  the  northern  corner  of  the  site 
is  an  isolation  hospital,  beyond  which  lies  the  Council’s  Pantyrawel 
Housing  Estate. 

In  the  course  of  the  Inquiry  the  following  were  the  main 
points  made  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  : — 

1.  They  had  been  prepared  to  grant  permission  for  the 
residential  development  of  the  land  at  Pantyrawel 
but  had  been  directed  by  the  Minister  to  refuse 
permission.  As  regards  the  proposed  development 
of  the  Bettws  site,  however,  they  considered  that  the 
provisions  of  the  submitted  Development  Plan  for  the 
area  should  prevail.  The  arguments  against  further 
building  at  Bettws  had  been  very  fully  discussed 
during  the  Inquiry  into  the  objections  to  the 
Development  Plan. 

2.  The  Development  Plan  recognised  the  difficulties 
arising  from  the  pressure  of  housing  demands  in  the 
Ogmore  and  Garw  Valleys  and  the  lack  of  suitable 
building  sites  there,  and  proposed  meeting  these 
difficulties  by  accommodating  overspill  population 
from  the  two  valleys  in  Bridgend  and  Aberkenfig, 
where  community  facilities  could  be  provided  which 
a small  isolated  settlement  such  as  Bettws  could  not 
support. 

3.  To  build  at  Bridgend  and  Aberkenfig  rather  than  at 
Bettws  would  be  to  follow  a natural  trend  and  would 
help  to  reduce  unnecessary  long  journeys  to  work  The 
population  of  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban  District 
was  continuing  to  decrease  and  that  of  Bridgend  to 
increase.  A survey  in  1957  had  shown  that  257  male 
workers  travelled  daily  from  the  two  valleys  to 
Bridgend. 
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4.  Whilst  it  might  be  true  that  Bettws  would  be  a more 
convenient  place  to  live  than  Aberkenfig  for  those 
working  in  the  Garw  Valley,  there  was  little  to  choose 
between  the  two  for  workers  in  the  Ogmore  Valley, 
and  the  travelling  distance  to  the  projected  Blackmill 
Colliery  would  be  far  less  from  Aberkenfig  than  from 
Bettws.  Work  on  this  colliery  was  expected  to  begin 
in  1970,  the  mine  coming  into  full  operation  some  10 
years  later. 

5.  The  proposed  development  of  the  Bettws  site  would 
be  against  the  interests  of  agriculture.  It  was  good 
farmland  divided  between  two  holdings,  one  of  which 
at  least  would  be  seriously  affected  by  the  loss  of  this 
land. 


The  County  Council’s  refusal  of  permission  was  supported 
at  the  Inquiry  by  a representative  of  the  National  Farmers’ 
Union  for  the  two  owner-occupiers  of  the  Bettws  land  and  by  a 
representative  of  the  Farmer’s  Union  of  Wales  for  the  tenant  of 
the  Pantyrawel  land.  The  main  points  they  made  were  : — 


1.  The  western  half  of  the  Bettws  site  was  excellent 
sheep-rearing  land,  and  if  it  were  used  for  building 
the  farmer  would  have  to  give  up  rearing  sheep  and  the 
farm  would  be  ruined.  The  eastern  part  of  the  site 
accounted  for  a quarter  of  the  best  land  on  a holding 
of  64  acres,  and  its  loss  would  ruin  this  farm  also. 

2.  The  development  of  the  Pantyrawel  site  would  have 
the  effect  of  cutting  the  holding  of  which  it  formed 
part  into  two.  Considerable  expense  had  been  incurred 
during  recent  years  improving  the  land,  which  now 
gave  an  excellent  hay  crop.  It  was  suggested  that 
there  was  an  alternative  site  available  of  no  agricultural 
value  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley. 


Your  Council’s  main  points  were  : — 

1.  There  was  a serious  housing  problem  in  the  Ogmore 
and  Garw  Valleys  caused  by  overcrowding,  the  large 
number  of  sub-standard  houses,  many  of  them  on 
unstable  sites,  and  the  need  to  ensure  that  the  collieries 
on  which  the  Valleys  depended  did  not  lack  workers. 
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2.  To  prevent  labour  drifting  away  from  the  mines,  it 
was  essential  for  new  houses  to  be  built  within  easy 
reach  of  them,  as  the  appeal  sites  were.  Ffaldau  in 
the  Garw  Valley  and  Wyndham  in  the  Ogmore  Valley 
were  to  be  developed  as  the  principal  collieries,  and 
Bettws  was  only  four  miles  from  Ffaldau  and 
Pantyrawel  only  three  miles  from  Wyndham.  The 
probable  site  of  the  new  shaft  at  Blackmill — though 
this  proposed  colliery  was  unlikely  to  come  into 
operation  for  many  years — was  within  three  quarters 
of  a mile  of  Pantyrawel. 


3.  The  Development  Plan  proposals  showed  an  ignorance 
or  disregard  of  fundamental  sociological  principles. 
The  people  who  lived  in  the  Valleys  formed  a closely- 
knit  society  with  strong  family  traditions  of  work 
underground,  which  would  be  broken  if  the  younger 
people  were  obliged  to  move  to  Bridgend  or  Aberkenfig, 
since  these,  unlike  both  Bettws  and  Pantyrawel, 
were  not  mining  communities. 


4.  Because  of  the  wide-spread  threat  of  subsidence, 
which  had  already  damaged  over  1,400  houses,  the 
appeal  sites  were  the  only  satisfactory  building-sites 
remaining  in  the  district.  The  coal  under  Pantyrawel 
site  was  not  likely  to  be  worked  during  the  next 
thirty  years,  and  that  under  the  Bettws  site  for  the 
next  fifty  years.  Even  then,  subsidence  would  in 
neither  case  be  severe. 


5.  It  had  been  the  Council’s  intention  for  many  years  to 
accommodate  a substantial  community  at  Bettws, 
re-housed  from  both  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Valleys. 
The  Population  of  Bettws  had  already  increased  from 
200  dwellings  in  1946  to  over  2,000.  The  Council’s 
present  proposal  was  to  build  199  dwellings  on  the 
appeal  site  as  an  extension  of  the  adjacent  estate 
built  in  1956.  At  Pantyrawel,  despite  the  severe 
slope  of  the  land,  a satisfactory  lay-out  of  116  dwellings 
had  been  devised. 


6.  All  the  main  public  services  and  necessary  communal 
facilities  were  available  to  both  sites  or  could  readily 
be  provided.  It  was  agreed  that  children  attending 
Secondary  Modern  Schools  would  have  to  travel  by 
bus,  but  this  was  usual  in  the  Valleys. 
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7.  The  Pantyrawel  site  had  no  great  agricultural  value 
and  was  only  a small  part  of  the  total  holding  of 
243  acres.  The  Bettws  site  admittedly  had  some 
value  as  farmland,  but  the  Council  felt  that  the  loss 
of  land  to  agriculture  was  greatly  outweighed  when 
set  against  the  contribution  the  development  of  the 
site  would  make  to  the  grave  housing  problem  in 
this  district. 

8.  There  was  some  doubt  whether  land  was  in  fact 
available  at  the  Aberkenfig  site  proposed  by  the 
County  Council.  In  any  event  it  appeared  that  the 
site  could  not  be  developed  satisfactorily  until  a new 
road  and  a bridge  across  the  River  Ogmore  were 
built  and  it  was  doubtful  when  this  would  be  possible. 

The  Minister  has  carefully  examined  the  facts  and 
representations  before  him.  He  recognises  the  gravity  of  the 
housing  and  re-development  problems  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw 
Valleys  and  the  great  difficulty  in  finding  stable  sites  on  which 
houses  can  be  built  to  ease  these  problems.  He  notes  that  the 
employment  capacity  of  the  collieries  in  the  Valleys  is  expected 
to  be  maintained  at  not  lower  than  its  present  level.  It  is  to  be 
accepted  that  for  the  people  employed  in  these  collieries  the 
length  of  the  journey  to  work  is  an  important  factor.  Against 
this  factor,  however,  must  be  weighed  the  need  to  ensure  that 
proper  services  and  facilities  for  new  or  enlarged  communities 
can  be  provided  without  unreasonable  demands  upon  public 
funds.  It  is  with  these  general  considerations  in  mind  that  the 
Minister  has  looked  at  your  Council’s  appeals. 

With  regard  to  the  Pantyrawel  site,  the  Minister  observes 
that  it  is  close  to  an  isolated  community  of  128  local  authority 
dwellings,  including  50  prefabricated  bungalows,  the  development 
being  laid  out  ribbon-fashion  because  of  the  difficult  contours. 
The  Minister  directed  refusal  of  the  Council’s  application  to 
build  at  Pantyrawel  on  the  provisional  view  that  the  development 
would  be  too  far  from  normal  social  facilities  and  that  it  would  be 
uneconomical  to  provide  these  facilities  on  the  spot  because  of 
the  small  size  of  the  community,  even  when  extended  as  proposed, 
and  the  physical  circumstances  of  the  site.  After  considering  the 
matter  in  the  light  of  the  evidence  put  forward  in  the  course  of 
the  Inquiry,  the  Minister  sees  no  reason  to  alter  that  view.  In 
his  opinion  the  proposal  must  be  regarded  as  one  to  extend,  at 
extraordinary  cost,  existing  linear  development  which,  because 
of  the  configuration  of  the  land,  lacks  coherence  and  co-ordination 
and  is  virtually  sporadic  development.  He  can  find  no  compensat- 
ing advantage  in  such  an  extension,  since  it  appears  to  him 
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that  it  would  not  remedy  the  defects  from  which  the  Pantyrawel 
development  already  suffers.  He  considers  that  the  refusal  of 
permission  should  be  maintained,  and  he  accordingly  dismisses 
your  Council’s  appeal  in  respect  of  the  proposed  development 
of  the  Pantyrawel  site. 

With  regard  to  the  Bettws  site,  the  Minister  notes  that  this 
is  a good  building  site  adjoining  a housing  estate  which  has  been 
developed  with  a view  to  the  eventual  incorporation  of  the  appeal 
land  into  its  lay-out  ; that  it  is  stable  at  present  and  likely  to 
remain  so  for  about  50  years,  with  no  risk,  it  is  thought,  of  being 
more  than  slightly  affected  by  subsidence  after  that  time  ; that 
it  is  conveniently  situated  for  travel  to  the  Garw  Valley  ; and  that 
Bettws  is  already  a fair-sized  community  which  possesses,  or  has 
within  very  easy  reach,  a reasonable  measure  of  social  facilities. 
The  community  is  however,  rather  isolated,  and  to  this  extent 
Bettws  shares  some  of  the  drawbacks  which  the  Minister  has 
noted  as  applicable  to  Pantyrawel.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a bigger  and 
much  more  compact  community,  and  without  entering  into  the 
wider  issues  which  any  large-scale  expansion  of  this  village 
would  raise,  the  Minister  has  formed  the  view  that  such 
disadvantages  as  attaches  to  development  at  Bettws  is  not 
sufficient  to  justify  his  turning  away  your  Council’s  proposal  to 
build  on  these  19  acres.  The  Minister  recognises  that  the  appeal 
site  is  good  farmland  and  the  loss  of  agricultural  production 
resulting  from  its  development  would  be  by  no  means  negligible. 
This  must,  however,  as  your  Council  contend,  be  set  against  the 
contribution  the  site  could  make  towards  solving  the  housing 
problems  of  the  area  without  causing  too  great  an  upheaval  in 
the  lives  of  the  people  concerned.  The  Minister,  after  consultation 
with  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  has  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  case  for  the  proposed  development 
outweighs  the  agricultural  considerations  in  this  instance.  The 
suggestion  was  made  at  the  Inquiry  that,  as  an  alternative  to 
the  Pantyrawel  site,  land  of  less  agricultural  value  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Ogmore  Valley  might  be  developed.  The  Minister  has 
looked  at  this  proposed  alternative  site  to  consider  whether  it 
could  be  developed  in  place  of  the  Bettws  site.  He  has  decided, 
however,  that  it  suffers  from  the  same  disadvantages  as  the 
Pantyrawel  site,  and  indeed  to  a greater  degree,  since  it  is  separated 
from  the  existing  community  by  the  river  and  the  railway  line. 

The  Minister  accordingly  allows  your  Council’s  appeal 
in  respect  of  the  Bettws  site  and  grants  permission  for  the 
residential  development  of  the  land  in  question,  subject  to  the 
condition  that  the  lay-out  of  the  site  and  the  number,  detailed 
siting,  design  .and  external  appearance  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
means  of  access  to  them,  shall  be  as  may  be  agreed  with  the  local 
planning  authority  or,  in  default  of  agreement,  as  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Minister. 
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PRIVATE  OWNERSHIP 


The  following  is  information  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
people  who  owned  their  houses  in  1958  as  compared  with  the 
number  in  1950,  1955,  1956,  1957  and  1958. 


Parish 

1950 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Bettws 

62 

109 

127 

141 

154 

Llangeinor  

1,002 

1,448 

1,546 

1,598 

1,744 

Llandyfodwg 

655 

892 

955 

995 

1,048 

1,719 

2,449 

2,628 

2,734 

2,946 

212  houses  were  bought  during  1958. 

Two  houses  were  built  privately  during  1958.  They  were 
both  two  bedroomed  bungalows,  one  in  Brynmenyn  and  the 
other  in  Llangeinor. 

It  is  very  encouraging  to  note  the  pride  which  the  owner 
occupier  takes  in  his  own  property.  Often  houses  which  one 
might  have  considered  derelict  when  bought,  are  repaired  and 
modernised.  They  are  a credit  to  the  neighbourhood.  Dingy 
dwellings  become  attractive  homes  and  each  vies  with  his 
neighbour  to  make  his  property  clean  and  bright,  outside  and  in. 
Some  young  couples  on  the  “ do-it-self  ” principle  execute  the 
necessary  repairs  and  add  the  desired  amenities  at  little  cost. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS,  1958 

Ten  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  accepted 
during  the  year  under  the  1949  Housing  Act. 

The  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 


Blaengarw  2 

Pontycymmer  2 

Pantygog  2 

Llangeinor  2 

Ogmore  Vale  1 

Nantymoel  1 
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RENT  ACT 


During  1958,  ninety-one  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  were  dealt  with.  In  thirty-six  cases  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  were  issued  and  in  the  remaining  cases  the  owners 
gave  undertakings  to  carry  out  the  required  repairs.  Altogether 
one  hundred  and  ninety-three  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  the  Rent  Act  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  and  giving 
information  to  Landlords  and  tenants.  Asa  result  of  the  operation 
of  this  act,  a considerable  number  of  houses  have  been  repaired 
and  this  has  resulted  in  a reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints 
received  from  tenants  of  housing  defects. 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 

1.- — Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  1.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  and  number  of  inspections 
made  264 

2.  Council  Houses  visits  63 

( b ) Revisits  427 

(c)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  3 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  83 


2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notice  : — 

(a)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  59 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

Proceedings  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  notices 

1.  By  Owners  Nil 

2.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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4. — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  70 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 


were  remedied 

1.  By  Owners  10 

2.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

5. — Demolition  Orders  : — 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  1 

( b ) Number  of  houses  demolished  1 

(c)  Number  of  tenements  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  1 

( d ) Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  1 


Closing  orders  on  2 houses  were  rescinded  as  the  necessary 
repairs  were  carried  out. 


MILK 

With  the  exception  of  one  retailer  who  produces  and  bottles 
tuberculin  tested  milk  on  his  own  farm,  all  the  milk  sold  in  the 
area  is  pasteurised  or  sterilised.  During  the  year  milk  was  regularly 
sampled.  Fifty  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  all 
were  passed  as  satisfactory  by  the  Public  Health  laboratory. 

The  following  is  a list  of  registered  dairy  farms  within 
the  area  where  the  occupiers  hold  licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” in  relation  to  milk  produced 
at  and  sold  wholesale  from  these  premises  at  December  31st, 
1958. 

Parish  of  Bettws 

W.  Davies,  Gwernllwyn,  Bettws  (1958). 

T.  T.  Richards,  Llety  Brongu  (1958). 

G.  H.  Garfield,  Cynhordy  Farm,  Llangynwyd — 1/10/49. 

T.  Jones,  Celfydd  Evan  Farm,  Bettws  Bridgend — 21/6/57. 

H.  J.  John,  City  Farm,  Bettws,  Bridgend— 22/11/57. 

G.  R.  Watkins,  Ty  Isaf,  Bettws  (1958). 

W.  G.  Thomas,  Moelgulia,  Bettws  (1958). 
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Parish  of  Llandyfodwg 

B.  F.  Griffiths,  Cae  Rosser  Farm,  Blackmill — 30/9/55. 

G.  H.  Williams,  Gadlys  Farm,  Blackmill,  Bridgend — 28/3/52. 

D.  G.  Williams,  Hendre  Ifan  Goch,  Blackmill — 3/2/56. 

M.  S.  Roberts  & Son.  Maesllan  Farm,  Blackmill — -22/11/57. 

M.  J.  Jones,  Nantymoel  Farm,  Nantymoel. 

Parish  of  Llangeinor 

Mrs.  M.  Evans,  Pantyscawen  Farm,  Llangeinor — 1/10/49. 

T.  White,  Cae  Abbott  Farm,  Llangeinor — 1/10/49. 

A.  Lewis  & Son,  Blaen  Clydwyn  Farm,  Blackmill — 22/11/57. 

G.  M.  Price,  Abergarw  Farm,  Brynmenyn  (1958). 

Of  the  total  number  of  herds  in  the  area,  76%  are  attested. 


ICE  CREAM 

Five  retailers  in  the  area  manufacture  ice-cream  using 
a complete  cold  mix.  During  the  year  sixteen  samples  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ; particular  attention 
was  paid  to  those  produced  in  the  district.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  all  the  samples  were  passed  as  satisfactory. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

During  the  year  efforts  were  made  to  inspect  all  premises 
where  food  is  handled.  With  a few  exceptions,  these  were  found 
to  comply  with  the  standards  laid  down  in  these  regulations. 
When  minor  infringements  were  found,  informal  action  usually 
resulted  in  the  appropriate  remedies  being  promptly  taken.  In 
one  case,  however,  where  the  premises  seriously  contravened 
the  regulations,  strong  representations  had  to  be  made  to  the  firm 
concerned  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  a reasonably  hygienic 
condition. 

A survey  of  the  school  kitchens  and  canteens  in  the  district 
showed  that  a high  standard  of  personal  cleanliness  was  maintained 
by  the  kitchen  staff. 

The  local  education  authority  has  agreed  to  adopt  all 
reasonable  suggestions  we  have  made  and  are  constantly  making 
improvements  so  that  the  domestic  staff  may  be  encouraged 
to  uphold  a high  standard  of  hygiene. 
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SEWERAGE 


There  are  three  existing  plants  functioning.  The  ones 
at  Bettws  and  Shwt  are  modern.  There  is  an  older  type  at 
Brynmenyn  by  which  the  sewage  is  finally  dealt  with  by  land 
filtration. 

One  might  think  that  the  modernisation  of  the  latter 
plant  could  be  considered,  however,  there  is  much  to  be  said  for 
all  our  plants  since  the  effluent  is  under  constant  supervision. 
More  use  might  be  made  of  the  sludge  which  could  be  returned 
to  the  soil. 

As  a matter  of  fact  all  authorities  should  treat  sewage 
before  discharging  it  into  the  sea.  The  people  from  our  area 
are  now  in  a position  to  pay  frequent  visits  to  adjacent  coasts 
where  a clean  beach  would  certainly  enhance  their  enjoyment. 


WATER 

During  the  year,  the  water  supply  was  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

The  Cwm  Nantyci  supply  has  a plumbo-solvent  action 
and  this  is  counteracted  by  the  addition  of  soda  ash.  The 
effectiveness  of  the  treatment  is  checked  frequently. 

Blaengarw  Farm  was  connected  to  the  Board’s  water 
main  on  November  27th,  1958. 

There  were  no  developments  in  the  Board’s  undertaking 
in  this  area  and  there  are  no  new  housing  main  schemes  started. 

There  are  no  stand  pipes. 

Fifty-one  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted 
to  the  Cardiff  Public  Health  laboratory  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination, 92%  of  these  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

On  the  rare  occasions  upon  which  the  sample  is  unsatis- 
factory, the  board  is  immediately  telephoned  and  an  investigation 
is  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

Cordial  relations  exist  between  the  officials  of  this  authority 
and  the  board. 
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REPORT  ON  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 


Garw  Low  Level 

Appearance  in  two  foot  tube  ... 

Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units  .... 

Reaction,  pH  value 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

( b ) Permanent 
Chlorides  (expressed  as  Cl) 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  N) 

Nitrites  (expressed  as  N) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  . 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80 °F  from  N/80 
Permanganate  ... 

Metals 

Residual  Chlorine 
Volume  of  Sediment 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment 


Pale  Green  Clear 

14 

7.3 

parts  per  million 
29 


7 

Pr.  Nil 
Nil 
0.006 
0.012 

0.14 

Nil 


0.5 

Pr.  Nil  amorphous 
debris 


Remarks — 

A soft  neutral  water.  The  Chemical  and  physical  characters  of  the 
sample  are  satisfactory. 


REPORT  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Description  of  Public  Supply  ... 
Sample  ...  Tap  at 

Pontycymmer  .... 

Probable  number 
of  coliform 

bacilli  ....  ....  0 Per  100  ml. 

Probable  number 

of  faecal  coli  0 Per  100  ml. 

Remarks  ....  ....  Satisfactory 


EXAMINATION  OF  WATER 

Public  Supply  . ...  Public  Supply 
23  East  ....  Blackmill 

Street,  Bettws  ....  Hospital 

0 Per  100  ml 0 Per  100  ml. 

0 Per  100  ml.  ....  0 Per  100  ml. 

Satisfactory  ....  Satisfactory 
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RAINFALL  RECORDS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1958 
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1957  42.60  40.61  41.20  49.98  33.47  44.61  79.35  100.51  88.14 

1958  51.36  47.98  48.60  60.51  38.70  54.87  86.19  104.76  95.19 


THE  LITTER  ACT,  1958 


This  Act  came  into  force  on  August  7th,  1958.  From 
this  date,  anyone  leaving  litter  without  authority  at  a place  in 
the  open  air  to  which  the  public  have  access  without  payment 
is  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  £10.  A covered  place,  such  as  a 
’bus  shelter  which  is  open  to  the  air  on  at  least  one  side  is  regarded 
as  a place  in  the  open  air.  Local  authorities,  the  police  and 
private  individuals  may  institute  proceedings. 

In  this  area,  the  public  are  constantly  reminded  of  the 
enforcement  of  this  act  by  slides  in  the  Cinema  and  other  means. 

Litter  bins  have  been  installed  at  all  the  ’bus  shelters 
and  there  has  been  some  improvement.  One  unsightly  green 
space  littered  with  rubbish  was  tidied  up  and  covered  with  earth 
by  a bulldozer  at  no  little  expense.  Every  house  was  circularised, 
each  householder  being  asked  to  co-operate  in  keeping  the  street 
as  tidy  as  possible  and  in  preventing  another  plague  of  flies, 
since  the  district  had  suffered  from  such  the  previous  summer. 

The  Pwllcarn  tip  at  the  same  time  was  put  in  order  by 
the  bulldozer.  The  result  was  excellent. 


THE  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  during 
the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Housing  Complaints  received  190 

Miscellaneous  Complaints  received  74 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  264 
Revisits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  427 

Visits  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants  44 

Miscellaneous  Visits  218 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  299 

Inspections  under  the  Shops  Acts  33 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises  348 

Ice-cream  Samples  Taken  16 

Milk  Samples  Taken  50 

Water  Samples  Taken  51 

Investigations  and  visits  re  infectious  diseases  13 

Disinfection  and  disinfestation  visits  62 

Visits  to  Schools  and  Public  Buildings  28 

Inspections  of  Factories  19 

Inspections  of  Swimming  Baths  16 

Inspections  under  the  Rent  Act  193 
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BATHING  FACILITIES 


Without  doubt,  a great  interest  is  taken  in  our  swimming 
baths.  A visit  to  the  Ogmore  baths  any  day  and  to  the 
Ponty cymmer  baths  on  a hot  day  in  season  will  prove  this.  A 
great  many  of  our  young  people  take  as  keen  an  interest  in 
swimming  as  in  any  other  sport.  The  present  facilities  are 
inadequate  and  the  installation  of  modern  water  treatment 
plants  should  be  treated  as  a matter  of  urgency. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948 

(a)  Factories  where  no  mechanical  power  is  employed  : — 


Watchmakers  2 

Plumbers  3 

Wireless  Repairs  3 

Carpenter  2 


Furniture  Upholstery  1 

( b ) Factories  where  mechanical  power  is  employed  : — 


Motor  Repairs  6 

Carpenters  10 

Boot  Repairs  5 

Electricity  2 

Bakehouses  6 


Fire  Tile  Factory  1 

Leather  Product  Factory  1 

Furniture  Manufacturer  1 

Bedding  and  Upholstery  1 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  1958 


Milk  

46  tins 

Butter  

24J  lbs. 

Meat  

136  tins 

Margarine 

40 \ lb.  pkt. 

Fish  

112  tins 

Flour 

20  lbs. 

Vegetables 

824  tins 

Raisins 

15  lbs. 

Fruit  

504  tins 

Cooked  Ham 

9 lbs. 

Cheese  

131  lbs. 

Pork  Meat 

13  lbs. 

Bacon  

28  lbs. 

Beef 

118  lbs. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  I of  the  Act 


1— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
tions made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices  f 
1 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

n 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

33 

9 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

out -workers  premises) 

TOTAL 

44 

19 

3 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

! 

Referred 
To  By 

H.M.  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 











Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

_ 



Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  .... 

_ 



Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient  .... 

3 

3 

3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

_ 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

_ 



Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Part  VII — Outworkers  : There  is  one  outworker  in  the  area  who  does 

knitting  for  a Glasgow  Firm. 
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MEAT— CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 


Cattle  : 


Beef  3 forequarters 

Bovine  Hearts 

7 

,,  63  lbs.  hindquarter 

Bovine  Lungs 

130 

Bovine  Livers 

122 

Bovine  Part  Livers  

226 

Bovine  Heads  and  Tongues 

Pigs  : 

Pigs’  Hearts  

11 

Bovine  Kidneys 

2 

48 

Pigs’  Lungs 

117 

Pigs’  Heads  & Tongues 

24 

Pigs’  Livers 

89 

Pigs’  Kidneys 

9 

Sheep  : 

Sheep’s  Liver  

108 

Sheep’s  Hearts 
Sheep’s  carcase  and  offal 

5 

Sheep’s  Lungs 

11 

1 

SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE  OGMORE  AND  GARW  URBAN 
DISTRICT  BY  THE  COUNTY  SAMPLING  OFFICERS  DURING 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1958 


Almonds  (ground  1 

Arrowroot  1 

Aspirins  3 

Borax  1 

Butter 2 

Cake  Sponge  Mix  etc.  8 

Cheese  Spread  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  3 

Cornflour  1 

Cream  2 

Desiccated  Coconut 3 

Dessert  Powder  1 

Fish  (canned)  3 

Fish  Paste  1 

Fruit  (canned)  9 

Fruit  (dried)  1 

Glucose  1 

Glycerine  2 

Health  Salts  5 

Honey 1 

Ice  Cream  8 

Icing  Mixture  1 

Lard  1 

Margarine  2 

Meat  Products  (canned)  3 


Milk  66 

Mincemeat  1 

Nutmeg  (ground)  1 

Pastry  Mix  1 

Pearl  Barley  2 

Peel  (mixed)  1 

Pickles  1 

Rice  2 

Salad  Cream  1 

Sauces  4 

Semolina  1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  2 

Soda  Water  2 

Soft  Drinks  3 

Soup  (canned) 2 

Spices  1 

Sweets  2 

Table  Jelly  1 

Tea  7 

Vegetables  (canned)  4 

Vinegar  6 

Vitamin  Tabs,  etc 3 

Salt  1 

Sausages  1 


Total  181 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


SEWERS 

Period  One  : 

1.  — Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems — 

1,303. 

2.  — Date  treatment  began — 17th  February,  1958. 

3.  — Bait  base  and  poison  used — Arsenic  and  Sausage  Rusk. 

4.  — dumber  of  manholes  baited — 1,300. 

5.  — Number  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take — 256. 

6.  — Number  of  manholes  showing  complete  prebait  take — Nil. 

7.  — Total  number  of  manholes  in  the  sewer  system — 2,135. 

Period  Two  : 

1.  — Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems — 

1,264. 

2.  — Date  treatment  began — 15th  September,  1958. 

3.  — Bait  base  and  poison  used — Sausage  Rusk  and  Zinc  Phosphide. 

4. — Number  of  manholes  baited — 1,264. 

5.  — Number  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take — 237. 

6.  — Number  of  manholes  showing  complete  prebait  take — Nil. 

7.  — Total  number  of  manholes  in  the  sewer  system — 2,135. 

Dwelling  Houses  171 

Business  Premises  45 

Local  Authority  Premises  102 

Type  of  Infestation  : — 

Rats — Major  Nil 

Minor  294 

Mice — Major  Nil 

Minor  24 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  OGMORE  AND  GARW  AREA 

DURING  1958 


M 

F 

T 

1. — Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  

1 

1 ... 

...  2 

2. — Tuberculosis  (Other  forms) 

1 

...  1 

....  2 

3. — Syphilitic  Diseases  

0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 

4. — Diphtheria  

0 ... 

0 

....  0 

5. — Whooping  Cough 

0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 

6. — Meningococcal  Infections  

0 ... 

...  0 ... 

....  0 

7. — Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 

8. — Measles  

0 

...  0 .. 

....  0 

9. — Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

...  0 .. 

1 

10. — Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

...  2 .. 

....  6 

11. — Malignant  neoplasm,  lungs,  bronchus 

3 

...  1 

4 

12. — Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

3 

3 

13. — Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 ... 

0 

0 

14. — Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

3 

14 

15. — Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  2 

16. — Diabetes 

1 

...  0 .. 

1 

17. — Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

15 

....  20 

35 

18. — Coronary  disease,  angina  

35 

...  18  .. 

54 

19. — Hypertensions  with  heart  disease 

2 ... 

1 

3 

20. — Other  heart  diseases  

18  ... 

...  29  . 

....  47 

21. — Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

....  2 .. 

....  7 

22. — Influenza 

0 ... 

....  0 .. 

0 

23. — Pneumonia  

8 ... 

....  7 .. 

....  15 

24. — Bronchitis 

10 

....  0 .. 

10 

25. — Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

9 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  9 

26. — Ulcer  of  stomach,  duodenum  

2 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  2 

27. — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

....  0 .. 

....  2 

28. — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

1 

....  0 .. 

1 

29. — Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

....  0 .. 

3 

30. — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

0 ... 

....  0 .. 

...  0 

31. — Congenital  Malformation  

2 ... 

3 

5 

32. — Other  defined  and  ill-defined  causes 

8 ... 

....  7 .. 

....  15 

33. — Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

...  0 

1 

34. — All  other  accidents 

7 ... 

....  2 .. 

....  9 

35. — Suicide 

0 

....  0 

0 

36. — Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

0 

152 

...  0 .. 

100 

0 

252 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1958 
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